CE/ICKOCTOMAHCKA AKAIEM/S
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CTAHOBUWLWE

OTHOCHO [ucepTaLuoHeH Tpy/A 3a nonyyaBaHe Ha obpa3oBaTesiHaTa U Hay4Ha CTerneH
»JOKTOp” B 006nacT Ha Buewle o06pazoBaHMe 3 CoumanHK, CTOMAHCKM W MpaBHU HayKw,

npogecoHanHo HanpaeneHue 3.8 VIKOHOMMKA, HayyHa creuuanHoct ,OpraHusauus w
ynpaBfeHre Ha NPou3BoACTBOTO

Tema 1 aBTOp Ha AMCEPTaUMOHHUA Tpya: “VKOHOMMYECKM pasMep U YCTOWUYMBOCT

Ha 3eMefle/ICKNTe cTonaHcTBa”, BecennH 1BaHOB KpbCTes

UneH Ha HayuyHOTO Xypu: npodecop A-p XpabpuH AHywes bawes, VHCTUTYT no
arpapHa UKoHoMuka - Cogus, HayyHa creynanHocT IKoHoMKKa 1 ynpasieHve (3emegenne),
3anoBef 3a Ha3HayaBaHe Ha HXX Ne P[05-213/6.12.2023 r. Ha [lpeacepatens Ha

CenckocTonaHcka akagemms

. AKTya/IHOCT Ha u3cnegBaHnsa nNpobdiem

[AVCepTaunOHHMAT TPYA € N0 efvH OT Hal-aKTyalHUTC W CbLUEBPEMEHHO Haii-
AVCKYTMPaHU 1 BCE OLLE HEMb/IHO pa3paboTeHW BbMPOCK Ha arpapHaTta Teopus W NpakTUKa -
3a XOMIMCTUYHA OLIEHKA Ha YCTOMYMBOCTTA Ha 3eMefje/ICKUTE CTOMAHCTBA U HElAHUTE KPUTUYHW
(hakTOopn. B cTpaHaTa M B MEXAYHapOLeH MiaH MPaKTUYECKU NUNCBAT LANOCTHU OLEHKW U
CPaBHWTENHM aHanM3MW Ha YCTOMYMBOCTTA Ha 3eMefe/CKUTe CTOMaHCTBA B CTpaHWTe Ha

EBponeicknsa cbio3 B Nepuoja cnef NpucbejuHaBaHe Ha bbarapus B Colo3a.
I1. Llen, 3agayn n meToan Ha mscnegBaHe

Llenta, 3agaumTe, Te3aTa W XUNOTe3UTe Ha AUCEPTaUMOHHWUA Tpya ca pJobpe
thopmynupaHn. AfantupaHu ca noaxoasiM CbBPEMEHHM METOAM Ha HayYHMSI aHa/M3 KaTto:
OTHOocuTeNHa cpaBHUTeHa oueHka, DEA-BoD aHanus, NHTerpauus Ha nokasarenu, PaHrosa
oueHka, KopenaumoHeH aHanus, lNpoBepka Ha cTaTUCTUYecKata 3HauMmocT, Knacugukauus
Ha cTonaHcTBa, W Ap. MpaBu ce 4O6BP ONUT 3a NpunaraHe Ha MHTepAMCLUMNANHAPEH MOAX0[ U
3a M3MNon3BaHe Ha ,,MOAEpHU“ KaTeropum OT CbBPEMEHHUS WKOHOMUYECKM aHanin3 KaTo

WHCTUTYLMOHA/HA Cpefa, TPaH3aKLMOHHM pa3Xoau, AMHAMUYHO YCTORYMBO Pa3BUTUE 1 Ap.



I11. Busyanusauma n nHTepnpeTauns Ha pesyntatute. IsnonssaHa nntepatypa

CbbpaHa € n 06paboTeHa OrpoMeH MO 06eM CTaTUCTUYECKa WHGopMauus, KosTo e
3aAb/60YEHO aHanu3upaHa W MpaBUIHO MHTepnpeTvpaHa. [lonyyeHuTe pesyntatuTe ca
CMONy4YNMBO NPeAcTaBeHW B pasHOO6pasHM v ronsaMm Ha 6poi urypn n t1abnmum —obuio 79
6pos. 3aabnboy4eHO Cca MNPOYYeHW, KPUTUYHO aHaM3MpaHn W MNPaBUIHO  W3N0M3BaHN
MHOTOUUCNEHN BBArapPCKM N YYXAECTPaHHW aKafeMUyHWU Nyonukauumn, Aoknagn, opuumnaiHm

OOKYMEHTU U Ap. NO TeéMaTa Ha guceptayundara, ronamata 4acT OT KOUTO Ha aHT/IMIACKN e3VK.

1V. TpuHOCK Ha AncepTauMoHHUA TPYA

HayuyHo-(hyHAaMeHTanHu npuHocu: Ha ocHoBaTta Ha 3aAb/1604eH KpUTUYEH aHanu3
Ha pa3BMTMETO Ha TeopuMsATa U NPaKTMKaTa 3a YCTONYMBO pa3BUTUE Ca pa3paboTeHn TEOPETUKO-
METOA0M0rMYeCKNTE OCHOBM 3a pasbupaHe, aHanM3 U OLEHKa Ha YCTOMYMBOCTTA Ha CEICKOTO
CTONAHCTBO W Ha 3eMefe/ICKUTe CTONaHCTBA B CbBPEMEHHUTE YCN0BUS Ha npunaraHe Ha OCI.
YcToilumBocTTa ce pasbupa M M3yyaBa KaTO MHOrOacrnekTeH U AUHAMWYEH MPOLEC, KaTo
n3cnenBaHeTo 06xBalla [Ba NporpamHK nepuoga Ha npunarade Ha OCI Ha EC. Cnonyunueo
ce afanTmpar pasfIMyHMU NOAXOAM 3a KOMMYeCTBEHA OLeHKa Ha YCTOMYMBOCTTA, KOETO AaBa
Bb3MOXHOCT 3a MO-Mb/IHA OLEHKA Ha PaBHULLETO HA YCTOMYMBOCT U Ha HEMHUTE M3MEHEHUS.
3a nbpBM NbT € agantupaH nogxon DEA - AHanm3 ¢ 006XBaT Ha [aHHU Mo npuHumMna
,Beneflt-of-the-Doubt“ 3a ouUeHKa Ha YCTOMYMBOCTTAa B 3eMeAENICKATE CTOMaHcTBa B
EBponelickua Cbto3, KOWTO 0TpassiBa BAUSHUETO HAa MHCTUTYLMOHaNHaTa cpega. MNpeanoxeH e
OpUruHaneH aBTOPOB MOAXOA 3a rpynvpaHe Ha 3eMefe/CKUTe CTOMaHCTBa B 3aBMCUMOCT OT
TXHaTa YCTOMYMBOCT M MKOHOMMUYECKM pasMep, M 3a OnpegensiHe Ha mogenu (eTasoHun) 3a

YCTOYMBO Pa3BMTME Ha 3eMefENICKNTE CTOMAHCTBA B EBPONECKNS ChbiO3.

HayuyHo-npuno>kHu npuHocu: 3a MbpBM MbT Ce MpaByW XONUCTUYHA OLUEHKA W
CPaBHWTE/IEH aHA/IN3 Ha PaBHULLETO, AMHAMUKATa U KPUTUYHM (PaKTopy Ha YCTOMNYMBOCTTA Ha
3eMe[le/ICKUTE CTONAHCTBA B CTPaHWTe Ha EBPOMNENCKMNA CblO3 Mpe3 rofMHNUTE Ha YNEHCTBO Ha
bbnrapus B Cblo3a. lNpefgnara ce opurMHanHa Knacugukaumsa u rpynupaHe B pa3BuTUETO Ha
yCTOMYMBOCTTA Ha 3eMefefickuTe cTonaHcTBa B EC, KouTO pgaBaT OTrOBOP Ha BaXeH
aKaZieMMyeH W NpakTUYecKn BBLMPOC - KOW 3eMefefiCKM CTOMaHCTBa ca Mo-yCTOWYMBK MO
KpUTEPUS WKOHOMWUYECKW pa3mep. HanpaBeHW ca LEHHW W3BOAM W NPEnopbku, KOUTO

paskpuBat TEHAEHUWUTE B PasBUTUETO Ha 3eEMENENCKNTE CTOMaHCTBA, eq}eKTVIBHOCTTa Ha
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npunaraHnTe NOJINTUKKA NO OTHOLUEHME Ha OCHOBHWUTE aCneKThn Ha yCTOVIqMBOCTTa, n morar
Aa Ce n3nonseat Npn yCbBbPLIEHCTBAHETO Ha MOJINMTUKUTE N CTPATEMMMYECKOTO MJlaHUPaHeE Ha
HacToAWMA eTan OT pa3sBUTUETO.

OcHoBHara Len n nocrtaBeHNTE 3afayvynn Ha U3CneaBaHETO Ca YCMNewHO U3Mb/IHEHU, a

Te3aTa Ha guceptaunaTta i N3CnefoBaTeNCKUTE XNUMOoTe3n AoKa3aHN NN OTXBBbPEHMN.

V. OLI,eHKa Ha Ka4yeCTBOTO Ha Hay4HWUTE I'Iy6]'II/IKaLI,I/II/I, oTpasdaBallin pe3yntatute B

avcepTaumaTa

HanpaBeHU ca TpU HayuHM Ny6/MKaLWKU, KOUTO NPeAcTaBAT f06Pe OCHOBHM pe3ynTaTu

Ha AncepTaunoHHNA Tpya, BCUHKKU Ha aHT/IMIACKM e31K 1 B dBTOPUTETHWN aKaeMWUYHU N3OaHUA.

VI. KpuUTuyHu 6enexxKu, BbNPoCcU 1 NPenopbKu KbM KaHauaaTta

iMam cnefiHATE KPUTUYHK GENEXKU KbM ANCepTaLMOHHNA TPYA;

a/ He nobpe 060CHOBaHO NPesnonoXeHUe 1 U3MoM3BaHe Ha ,,yHUBEpCaneH" KpuTepui
32 OUeHKa Ha pa3/IM4yHMTe acnekTM Ha YCTOWYMBOCTTA Ha 3eMefe/cCKuTe CTONaHCTBa -
»CPeAHnTe CTOMHOCTM 3a EBponeickusa cbro3®. MofobeH noaxon He AaBa Bb3MOXHOCT Aa ce
OLeHN PaBHMLLETO Ha YCTOMYMBOCT Ha 3eMefe/ICKUTe cTonaHcTBa B EC Kato usano (npvera 3a
»CPeaHa™) n ga ce NpaBAT CPaBHEHWS C APYTU CTPaHWU U parioHMU.

6/ B pa3paboTkaTa ce M3Mon3Ba M0 OPUrMHaNEeH HauuH, HO He Aob6pe 06OCHOBaH OT
aBTopa, TEPMWUH W NPUHUMN  ,MHCTUTYLMOHANHA YCTOWYMBOCT®, KOETO Mpean3BMKBa
06bpKBaHe.

B/ B 1abnmum 1, 2 n 3 e npeAcrtaBeHa cucTema 3a OLEHKa Ha YCTOWYMBOCTTA
BK/IHOYBALLA MPUHLMAW, KPUTEPUW, NOKasaTenn, N pediepeHTHU CTOMHOCTM, YMATO NOrMKa W

CbAbpXKaHve He e NpeACcTaBeHa B TpyAa.

Mckam fa nogyeprtas, ye MOCOYEHUTE KPUTUUHM GENEXKU He NOALEHSBAT Hay4yHUTe
MOCTVXXEHWUS W MPUHOCK HA AMCEPTALMOHHUA TPy, a MO CKOPO [0Ka3BaT C/IOXHOCTTA Ha

OLlEHKaTa Ha arpapHa yCTOI‘/JI‘-II/IBOCT KaTo usano, N Ha semMegencknute CtonaHcTea B YaCTHOCT.

Vimam cnegHuUTe BLNPOCU KbM [JOKTOPaHTA:



. Wma nn n Kakea e pasvkata Mexay ,,MKOHOMWYEecKa e(EeKTUBHOCT® U
,,MKOHOMMYeCcKa YCTOMUYMBOCT" Ha 3eMe/Ie/ICKUTe CTONaHCTBa?

II. Moxe v NpeLoXeHNAT NOAXO0L Aa Ce M3No/3Ba NPy OLeHKa Ha YCTOMYMBOCTTa Ha
OTAENHW TUNOBE WU Ha MHAMBUAYATHN 3eMefie/ICKU CTONAHCTBa B faZeHa cTpaHa (Hanpumep
- Bbnrapus), U ¢ KakBu pepepeHTHM CTOMHOCTN?

I1l. HanpaseHaTa KaTeropmsauunsa Ha 3eMefesncKnuTe CTONaHCTBa B rpynu ¢ naaTuHeHa,
6pOoH30Ba U T.H. YCTOMYMBOCT B OTAENHUTE CTpaHu (Hanpumvep, HuaepnaHams), aktyanHa nv e
B YC/I0BMA Ha npunaraHe Ha 3efeHa caenka Ha EBponeiickns cbro3?

IV. Hama nn npoTtmsBopeyme mexpay npernopbkarta 3a ,HacbpyaBaHe pasBUTUETO Ha
WHTEH3UBHWU npomssogcTea” (c.176) c ,,HOBUTE™ MOMUTUKM 3a [Ee3NHTEH3U(pMKauua Ha

CENCKOTO CTONaHCTBO B EBPONECKMSA Cbio3 1 B CBETOBEH Mallab?

MpenopbyBaM Ha AOKTOpaHTa fa Ny6/iMKyBa paspaboTkata KaTto MoOHorpadus Ha
6bIrapckKu U aHTUACKM Mpej BUA Ha aKTya/lHOCTTa i U BMCOKaTa HayyHa M npakTuyecka
LEHHOCT, a TakKa Cbl0 Aa MPOAB/AXM U 3a4bn604M M3CNeABaHMATA CU B Tasn AUHAMUYHO

pa3BuMBaLlia Ce 1 BaXKHa 3a HayKaTta W npakTukara 061acT.

SAK/TIOYEHUE

Bb3 ocHOBa Ha MpWNOXeHWTe OT [OKTOpaHTa pasMyHN METOAM Ha un3cnefBaHe,
MpaBuIHO MPOBEAEHUTE aHa/IN3N U OLEHKWN, HarpasBeHuTe 0006LLEHMA U M3BOAM CUMUTAM, Ye
NpeLCcTaBeHNAT AMcepTaunoHeH TPy 0Trosaps Ha usncksaHuata Ha 3PACPE u MpasunHuka
3a ycnosuaTa M pefa 3a nNpuao6mBaHe Ha Hay4HM CTeMeHM W 3a 3aeMaHe Ha akafeMU4HU
anvxHoctn B CCA. ToBa MM [jaBa OCHOBaHWE [ia OLeHA MOJIOKUTENTHO AMCEPTALUVNOHHNA TPV,
N fa npegnoxa ga ce npucbay Ha BecenuH VBaHoB KpbcTeB o6bpasoBaTenHata M Hay4yHa
CTeneH ,,JJokTOp” B 06/1aCT Ha BueLle obpa3oBaHue 3 CounanHu, CTONAHCKU M MPaBHU HayKy,
npogecnoHanHo HanpaeneHne 3.8 VIKOHOMMKa, HayyHa cneuuanHoct ,,OpraHusauus u

ynpas/fieHne Ha NPou3BOACTBOTO".

Jara: 3.01.2024r.
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l. Relevance of the studied problem

The dissertation is on one of the most topical and at the same time most discussed and
still incompletely developed issues of agrarian theory and practice - on a holistic assessment of
the sustainability of agricultural holdings and its critical factors. In the country and
internationally, there are practically no comprehensive assessments and comparative analyses
of the sustainability of agricultural holdings in the European Union member states in the period

after Bulgaria's accession to the Union.

1. Purpose, tasks and research methods

The goals, tasks, thesis and hypotheses of the dissertation work are well formulated.
Appropriate modem methods of scientific analysis have been adapted such as: Relative
comparative assessment, DEA-BoD analysis, Integration of indicators, Ranking assessment,
Correlation analysis, Verification of statistical significance, Classification of holdings, etc. A
good attempt is made to apply an interdisciplinary approach and to use "modem" categories of
contemporary economic analysis such as institutional environment, transaction costs, dynamic

sustainable development, etc.



I11.  Visualization and interpretation of the results obtained. Literature used

A huge volume of statistical information was collected and processed, which was
thoroughly analysed and correctly interpreted. The obtained results are successfully presented
in a diverse and large number of figures and tables - a total of 79. Numerous Bulgarian and
foreign academic publications, reports, official documents, etc. have been thoroughly studied,
critically analysed and correctly used on the subject of the dissertation, most of which is in

English.

V. Contributions of the dissertation

Scientific-fundamental contributions: On the basis of a thorough critical analysis of the
evolution of the theory and practice of sustainable development, the theoretical-methodological
foundations for understanding, analysis and evaluation of the sustainability of agriculture and
agricultural farms in the modem conditions of CAP implementation have been developed.
Sustainability is understood and studied as a multifaceted and dynamic process, and the study
covers two program periods of the EU's CAP implementation. Various approaches to
quantitative assessment of sustainability are being successfully adapted, enabling a more
complete assessment of the level of sustainability and its changes. For the first time, a DEA
Benefit-of-the-Doubt approach has been adapted to assess the sustainability of agricultural
holdings in the European Union, which reflects the influence of the institutional environment.
An original author's approach is proposed for grouping agricultural holdings depending on
their sustainability and economic size, and for determining models (benchmarks) for

sustainable development of agricultural holdings in the European Union.

Scientific-applied contributions: For the first time, a holistic assessment and
comparative analysis of the level, dynamics and critical factors of the sustainability of
agricultural holdings in the countries of the European Union during the years of Bulgaria's
membership in the Union is made. An original classification and grouping is proposed for the
progression of the sustainability of agricultural holdings in the EU, which provide an answer to
an important academic and practical question - which agricultural holdings are more
sustainable according to the criterion of economic size. Valuable conclusions and
recommendations have been made that reveal the trends in the development of agricultural

holdings, the effectiveness of the applied policies in relation to the main aspects of
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sustainability, and can be used in the improvement of policies and strategic planning at the
current stage of development.
The main goal and set tasks of the research have been successfully fulfilled, and the

thesis of the dissertation and the research hypotheses have been proven or rejected.

V. Quality evaluation of scientific publications, presenting the dissertation

results

Three scientific publications have been made that present well the main results of the

dissertation work, all in English and in prestigious academic journals.

VI.  Critical remarks, questions and recommendations to the candidate

I have the following critical comments on the dissertation:

a/ Not well-justified assumption and use of a "universal” criterion for assessing the
various aspects of the sustainability of agricultural holdings - "the average values for the
European Union". Such an approach does not make it possible to assess the level of
sustainability of agricultural holdings in the EU as a whole (taken as "average") and to make
comparisons with other countries and regions.

b/ In the dissertation, the term and principle "institutional sustainability” is used in an
original way, but not well justified by the author, which causes confusion.

¢/ Tables 1, 2 and 3 present a sustainability assessment system including principles,
criteria, indicators, and reference values, the logic and content of which is not presented in the
work.

I want to emphasize that the mentioned critical notes do not underestimate the scientific
achievements and contributions of the dissertation work, but rather prove the complexity of the

assessment of agrarian sustainability in general, and of agricultural holdings in particular.

I have the following questions for the Doctoral candidate:

I. Is there and what is the difference between "economic efficiency™ and "economic

sustainability™ of agricultural holdings?



Il. Can the proposed approach be used in assessing the sustainability of specific types
or of individual agricultural holdings in a given country (for example - Bulgaria), and with
what reference values?

II. Is the suggested categorization of agricultural holdings into groups with platinum,
bronze, etc. sustainability in individual countries (e.g. the Netherlands) relevant in terms of
implementation of the European Union's Green Deal?

IV. Is there no contradiction between the recommendation to “encourage the
development of intensive production™ (p.176) with the "new" policies for de-intensification of
agriculture in the European Union and worldwide?

I recommend the doctoral candidate to publish the work as a monograph in Bulgarian
and English in view of its topicality and high scientific and practical value, and also to continue
and deepen his research in this dynamically developing and important for science and practice

area.

CONCLUSION

Based on the applied by the candidate different research methods, correctly performed
analyses and evaluations, precise summaries and conclusions, | accept that the presented
dissertation meets the requirements of the Law for development of academic staff in Republic
of Bulgaria and the Regulations on terms and conditions for obtaining scientific degrees and
taking academic positions in Agricultural academy.

Therefore, | positively assess the presented thesis and propose to award Veselin lvanov
Krastev the educational and scientific degree “Doctor” in the higher education field 3 Social,
economic and legal sciences, professional direction 3.8 Economics, scientific specialty

“Organization and management of production’.

Date: January 3, 2024 Member of the scientific jury:
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