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OTHOCHO [uMcepTaLMOHEH Tpy[ 3a nosyvaBaHe Ha ob6pa3oBaTesiHaTa M Hay4Ha CTeneH
»JOKTOP” B 06MacT Ha Buelle o6pa3oBaHue 3. CoumanHW, CTONAHCKW W NPaBHU HayKu,
npoecnoHanHo HanpasneHne 3.8. VIKOHOMMKA, Hay4Ha crneumanHocT "OpraHusauus wu

ynpas/fieHne Ha NpPon3BoACTBOTO"

Tema M aBTOpP Ha AMCEPTALMOHHMA TPyA: ,,IKOHOMWYECKN pasmep W YyCTOWYMBOCT
Ha 3emMefefnickuTe ctonaHcTea®. BecennH BaHoB KpbcTeB. VIHCTUTYT Mo arpapHa MKOHOMMKaA
kbM CCA, Codus.

UneH Ha Hay4yHOTO Xypwu: npod. 4-p ViBaH OumunTpoB MNeHoB, ArpapeH YHUBEpCUTET
- MnosguB., Kategpa ,,iIkoHoMUKa”; 061acT Ha Buewe obpasoBaHme 3. CoumaniHM, CTOMAHCKK
M MNpaBHU Hayku; npotecnoHanHo HanpasneHne 3.8. VIKOHOMMKa; Hay4Ha CreumanHocT
MiKoHOMUKa ¥ ynipaBneHue (No otpacnu). 3anosef PL 05-213/06.12.2023 Ha npefcefatens Ha

CCA.

. AKTYanHOCT Ha uscnegBaHusa npobaem

Bbnpocute cBbp3aHM C ronemmHaTa 3a 3eMefenckute CTOMaHCTBa WM TAXHaTa
YCTOWYMBOCT Ce u3cnedsar oT gocta Bpeme. ChlLLeCTBYBaT TEOPUMN U eMIUPUYHI U3CNeaBaHNS
MOAKPENsALM KaKTO TBbPAEHWETO 3a MO-rofiiMata >XM3HEHOCT Ha [Ape6HWUTe U CpeaHu
CTOMAHCTBA, Taka W TBbPAEHWETO 3a NpeAMMCTBaTa Ha eApuTe CTOMAHCTBa MOPOAEHU OT
NKOHOMWMTE OT Mallaba.

YcTouMBOCTTa € KOHUenuus, npugobuna ocobeHa akTyasHOCT Mpe3 MOCAeAHUTE
rognHu. Tpabsa ga ce oT6enexu obaye, Ye TOBA € KOHLEMLMS KOATO € B MPOLLEC Ha pasBUTME.
Mpegn veTMpmnaeceT roguHN YCTOMYMBOCTTA Ce pasrnexjalle OCHOBHO KaTo e()eKTUBHOCT Ha
BIOXKEHWSATA M MOCTWraHe Ha HWCKM MPOW3BOACTBEHU pa3xofu. B Tasw Bpb3ka egpute
CTOMaHCTBa M3rnexmgaxa no-epekTuBHW. Mpe3 nocnefgHUTe AeceTUHa roguHM 3anoyHa Aa ce
06pblia BHMMaHME W Ha EKONOTMYHWTE W COUMANHW acrnekTu Mpy NPOM3BOACTBEHUTE
JeiiHocTn. Peauua m3cnefBaHUS MokaseaT, 4Ye NOCTUraHeTO Ha WMKOHOMMUTE OT pa3mepa U
MocnedgalloTo yeapsiBaHe Ha CTOMAHCTBaTa MOXe Aa NOPOAM €KOMOTMYHW U COLMaTHM

npobnemu (pasxofu), KOWTO aKo Ce OCTOMHOCTAT MOXKe Aa Ce Moayuyu Taka, ye NnonsuTte OT



MKOHOMUMTE OT Mauiaba Aa ca NMo-Maiku OT pasxoauTe 3a MPeofosisiBaHe Ha eKOMOTMYHU U

coupantu npobnemu. B Tasn Bpb3Ka TeMaTa Ha AUCEPTaLMOHHMSA TPYJ e aKTyaslHa.

Il. Uen, 3afaun 1 MeToan Ha n3cnefsaHe (XMNoTesn Ha AUcepTauoHHUA TPYL)

Llen: [fAa ce HanpaBu OLEHKA Ha YCTOMYMBOCTTa Ha 3eMefefICKUTe CTOMaHCTBa B
EBponeiickusa Cbio3 1 fja ce NpesnoXu Mogen 3a TAXHOTO AMHAMUYHO YCTORYMBO pasBUTHe.

3agaun: (1) Mpernes Ha nuTepaTtyparta CBbp3aHa C YCTOMYMBOCTTA Ha 3eMefesncku
cTonaHcTBa (2) MeTofMka 3a OLEHKa Ha YCTOWYMBOCTTa MO WKOHOMWYECKU pa3Mep Ha
CTOMaHCTBaTa OCHOBaH Ha CbBKYMNeH wWHAekc; (3) W3cnegsaHe Ha — KOpenauMOHHWUTE
3aBMCMMOCTU Ha YCTOYMBOCTTa; (4) PaspaboTBaHe Ha MOAENM 3a YCTOMYMBO pasBUTME Ha
3emepenckute crtonaHcTBa B EC; (5) WM3BexxgaHe Ha npenopbku 3a nopobpssaHe Ha
NOIMTUKNTE OTHOCHO YCTOMYMBOCTTA Ha 3eMefe/ICKMTE CTONAHCTBA.

XunoTesu: (1) Mo-ronemuTe MO0 MKOHOMUYECKM pasmep 3eMefe/CKN CTOMaHCTBa UmMat
no-BMcoka YyctoiumeocT; (2) OueHKaTa Ha YCTOWYMBOCTTA MO OTAENHWTE CTb/IOOBE Ce
pasnuyaBa B npeob6nagasallms 6poii OT cyyvauTe M NOCTUFAHETO Ha XapMOHM3MpaH GanaHc
MeXay WKOHOMUYECKM, COLMANTHN N EKONIOTUYHW WHTEPECK e BCe OLue €labo pa3npocTpaHeHo,
KOETO MOKa3Ba YYBCTBWTE/IHOCTTA Ha MOHATUETO ycToiiumeocT. (3) CpepHo ronemuTe
3eMefiefICKU CTOMaHCTBa MMaT CpaBHUTENHO BMCOKA YCTOMNYMBOCT, CPaBHMMA C YCTOMYMBOCTTA
Ha ronemute cTonaHcTBa, (4) YCTOMYMBOCTTa Ha 3eMefenckuTe CTOMAHCTBa B
npeobnafasaliarta 4acT OT CTapuTe AbpXaBu uYneHKM Ha EC e Hapj cpefHMTe CTOMHOCTW,
[loKaTo B Mo-rofgamara 4acT OT HOBUTE 4neHoBe OT LleHTpanHa u M3TouHa EBpona T4 e nofg
cpepHata 3a EC.

O6ekT 1 npegMeT Ha u3cnegpaHeTO: 3emefenickuTe cTonaHcTBa Ha EC; BnusHmneTo
Ha MKOHOMMWYECKUA pasmep BbPXY YCTOMUMBOCTTA Ha 3eMefle/ICKUTe CTONaHCTBa.

MeToau n gaHuun: CpasHuTenHa oueHka (OCO); DEA-BoD aHanus; PaHroBa OLEHKa;
KopenauvoHeH aHanu3; lpoBepka Ha crtaTucTuyeckara 3HauyuMMocCT. [MbpBUYHUTE AaHHWU ca
n3BneveHyn ot Cuctemarta 3a 3eMefeficka cyeToBofHa uHpopmaumsa (Farm Accountancy Data

Network), BKNtOUBaLla NasapHO OpPUEHTMpaHUTe CTONaHcTBa, M obxsawart nepuoga 2007 -

2019 r..

1. Busyanusauma u wuvHTepnpeTauna Ha nonyyeHuTe pesyntaTtu. lK3nons3saHa

nuTepaTypa
[MCcepTaUunoHHMAT Tpya € B 06eM 279 CTpaHWUM U BK/IHOYBA BbBEAEHWE, YETUPU

rnasy, 3aKNOYeHNa U Npenopbku. 3nonssaHun ca 178 nutepaTypHM U3TOYHULN, OT TAX 48 Ha

2



6bnrapckm um 137 Ha aHrnuiicknm esunk. PaboTata cbabpxka 61 cdwurypu, 18 Tabnnum un 9

NPUNOXKEHNA.

IV. MNpuHOoCKM Ha pgucepTauuoHHMSA  Tpya (OueHsBaT ce  MOOTAENHO  Hay4HO-
(hyHAAMEHTANHUTE U HAYUHO-MPUNOXKHUTE MPUHOCK)

TeopeTWKO-MeTOoAMYecKM NpuHOCK: (1) N3BbPLUEH e Nperfes Ha Hay4yHWU u3cneaBaHus
CBbP3aHM C YCTOMYMBOCTTA U pOATa HAa WKOHOMWYECKMS pasMep Ha MpPOW3BOACTBEHUTE
eanHu; (2) MpunoxkeH e NOAXOA 3a OLEeHKa Ha YCTOWYMBOCTTa, (EKOOrMYeH, UKOHOMUYECKU U
coupaneH); (3) Pa3paboTeHa e MeTofMuyecka pamka 3a npunaraHe Ha [iBa KONMYeCTBEHU
MeTo/a 3a U3BbPLUBAHe Ha OLIEHKaTa;

HayuyHo-npuno>kHu npuHock: (1) HanpaBeH € aHanM3 Ha YCTOMYMBOCTTa B
3emepenckuTe ctonaHctea B EC; (2) W3cnepgaHu ca etheKTute OT NPUIOXKEHNTE MEPKM Ha
OCI npe3 nocnefHWTe fABa 3aBbpLUEHW MNPOrpamMHU Mepuoja BbPXY YCTOMUMBOCTTa Ha
3emefenckute crtonaHcTea; (3) CrtomaHcTBaTa ca  FpynupaHy B 3aBUCUMMOCT OT TeXHUS
MKOHOMUWYECKM pa3mMep W pasBMTUETO Ha TAXHATa yCTOWYMBOCT.

MoaxoabT M pe3ynTaTuTe OT M3CMeABaHETO Morat fa 6bJaT M3NoN3BaHW 3a HayyHU
nscneABaHnMa W nnaHvMpaHe Ha MKOHOMMWYECKUTEe, eKOIOTMYHUTE U COUMaIHU U3MepeHns Ha

arpapHata noinTukara.

V. OueHKa Ha Ka4yecTBOTO Ha Hay4HWUTe Nyb6nmKauuu, oTpassaBallin pesyntatute B
ancepTaumaTa
MpefcTaBeHn ca Tpu nNy6aMKaummn, oTpassaBaliM pesynTatuTe OT guceptaumsaTta . EgHa
camocTonTeNHa Ny6aMKyBaHa B cnvcaHue , pedepupaHo Y MHAEKCMPaHW B CBETOBHOM3BECTHU
6asn gaHHu (Bulgarian Journal of Agricultural Sciences). [Be ny6aukauuv B HepedepupaHu

M3[aHWs C Hay4YHO peLieH3VpaHe, OT KOUTO efjHaTa € B CbaBTOPCTBO.

pyna Bua Touku
A AMcepTalvoHeH TYA 33 IPUCLXAAHE Ha 06pa3oBaTenHaTa u HayuHa cTeneH 5
"[okTop"
r CTaTuu 1 JoKNagu, Ny6AMKyBaH B HayUHI U3aHNs, pedepupanit n 30

MHAEKCMPaHK B CBETOBHOM3BECTHYM 6asn AaHHW C Hay4YHa MH(opMaLms™

CTaTuv v AoKnaaw, ny6anKyBaHu B HepedeprpaHy CMCaHKs ¢ Hay4HO 15
peLieH3MpaHe nnn Ny6nKyBaHU B peaakTpaHn KONeKTUBHN TOMOBE

O6wo 95



VI. KpuTnyHu 6en1exKun, BbNpoCcu 1 NPenopbkyM KbM KaHAuaaTa

KpuTuynn 6ene>kku. (1) [a ce 06bpHe BHMaHWe Ha (hopMaTMpaHeTo Ha YacT OT paboTarta
(Hanpumep: cTp. 79 Touka 3.1.1. NMbpBO M3peyeHue topmat; cTp 118 T. 3.4.2. CoumaneH CTbN6
TeKkcTa cneq 3arnaBuveTo He e hopmatupaH). (2) Mpu nocoyBaHe Ha M3TOYHMLMTE, € MOCOYEH
aBTopa, HO roAMHata Ha nybnukaumsaTa nuncea (gurypa 13, 14, 15, 16 M3TOYHMK, EK, HO He e
rocoyeHa roguHara; (3) Mpu n3non3saHe Ha U3TOYHMK, KOWUTO e U3TEr/IeH OT MHTEPHET e fobpe aa
ce nocoun W pgatata Ha wsTernaHe. (4) Jobpe e nuTepatypaTa fa ce oTgenu oOf
nscnefosarenickua matepuan. CraTuuTe, [OKNaguTe ca nutepatypa. PernameHtute U
HOpMaTKBHa UH(opMaL s ca n3cnefoBaTencku matepuan. (5) Broparta xunoTesa 6u mMorno ja
ce opmynupa no-KpaTko u SICHO.

Bbnpocu: (1) basarta AaHHW M3M0/3BaHa 3a aHaM3a BK/IHOYBA Na3apHO OpPUEHTUPAHUTE
3eMefe/ICKM CTOMaHCTBa, KOUTO reHepupaT [OXOAM 3a CEMEWCTBOTO OCMrypsBalliv AafeH
CTaHAapT Ha XUBOT (MUHMMAaNIEH Npar Ha MKOHOMMUYECKW pa3Mep). B Tasn Bpb3ka MMmaM fBa
BbMpoca KbM [OKTOpaHTa. [bpBo, 6Uxa Nn ce U3MEeHWUNNM U3BOAWTE OT WU3C/NEe[BaHeTO ako B
n3BafkaTa 6sXxa BKIKOUEHW U Na3apHO OPUEHTMPaHUTE 3eMefefiCKU CTOMaHCTBa C NO-HUCHK
MKOHOMMWYECKM pasmep (CTOMaHCTBA OCMIypsABalLM LOMbAHUTENEH JOXO[L Ha cemeicTeara)?
BTopo, Kak MH(NaLMOHHUTE NPOLLECH MOraT Aa NoBMAAT BbpXY Hab/0aBaHOTO HamMansBaHe
Ha 3eMefle/ICKATe CTOMAaHCTBA C MO-HUCHK MKOHOMWUYECKM pasMep W yBenm4yaBaHETO Ha Te3n C
no-ronsm. (2) Kakeu npobnemMn Moxe Aa Cb3fafe WU3UYNCTBAHETO Ha ,,eKCTPEMHU CTOMHOCTU -
MHOFO BWCOKM MNOMOXWUTENHW uan oTpuuatenHn™?. (3) Kak noAMTUKUTE BAUSST BbPXY
YCTOMYMBOCTTA Ha 3eMefiefiCKUTe CTOMAHCTBa C pasfMyeH MKOHOMUYeckn pasmep? (3) Kak
npunaraHeto Ha OCI1 B OTAENHMTE CTpPaHW BMsie BbPXY YCTOMUMBOCTTA Ha 3eMefeNicKuTe
CTOMaHCTBA C pa3/iniyeH MKOHOMUYECKN pas3mep?

Mpenopbku: (1) Aa npoab/mku Aa n3cnefsa Bpb3kaTa MeXay pasmepa Ha CTornaHcTearta
M TAXHaTa YCTOMUMBOCT. [MCKycusATa 3a YCTOMUYMBOCTTA M XKU3HEHOCTTA Ha pas/IMyHMTE Mo
pasmep cTOMaHCTBa e OT npeau nosede oT 100 roguHW. Pa3fMyHU aBTOPUTE M3THKBAT
aprymMeHT W B [BeTe TMOCOKM - 3a [MO-rofiiMara >W3HEHOCT Ha [pebHuTe w”
MPOTUBONOMOXHATA 38 NO-rofsmara Xn3HeHocT Ha egpute. (2) ApebHo 1 efpo CTOMAHCTBO ca
OTHOCWUTESTHN MOHATUA U 3aBUCAT OT CTPYKTypaTa Ha OTrnexjaHnTe KynTypu, a Ta 3asucu 4o
ronaMa CTemeH OT  reorpaCKOTO pas3nofiokeHWe Ha  CcTpaHata. OcBeH  ToBa
WHCTUTYLMOHaNHaTa Cpefa 0Ka3Ba CUMHO BAMAHMeE. (3) 3a MO-ACHOTO OTKpOsiBaHe Ha ponsTta

Ha MKOHOMMYECKMS pa3mep BbpXy YCTONUMBOCTTA Ha 3eMefie/ICKUTe CTONAHCTBA € 4o6pe Aa ce



n3cnenBa  OTAenHa CTpaHa  (KbAeTO MOXeM fAa MNPeanosioxXuMm, 4e MNPUPOAUTE W
VHCTUTYLMOHA/IHITE YCNOBWS ca eAHAKBW) U la aHain3Mpame NPUUYMHUTE 3a YCTaHOBsBaHe U

Ha onpefeneHa CTPYKTypa Ha oTpacbhia (Makui, CpeAHu, ronemMm) u HeliHata yCToRUMBOCT.

SAK/JTOYEHWE

Bb3 ocHOBa Ha MNpWIOXeHWTe OT [OKTOpaHTa pas/iMyHM METOoAM Ha M3crefBaHe,
NpaBWU/HO W3BEAEHUTE EKCMEPUMEHTU, HanpaBeHUTe O60OLLEHWA W W3BOAM CuMTaM, ue
NpeacTaBeHMAT AUCepTaLMOHeH TPy OoTroeapa Ha usncksaHusaTa Ha 3PACPB u lMNpaBunHuka
3a ycnosuATa M pefa 3a npuaobvsaHe Ha HayyHW CTeNeHM U 3a 3aeMaHe Ha akafeMWYHM
anvxxHoctn B CCA.

Toea MW [aBa OCHOBaHWe [a OLIEHS MOMOXUTENHO [UCEPTauMOHHUA TpyA W Aa
npegnoxa fa ce npucban Ha BecenuH MBaHoB KpbCTeB o6pasoBaTesiHaTa M Hay4Ha CTeneH
,JOKTOp” B 06nacT Ha Buewe o6pasoBaHMe 3. CoumanHu, CTOMAHCKM W NpPaBHU HayKu,
npogecMoHanHo HanpaeneHne 3.8. VIKOHOMUKA, HayyHa creuuanHocT “"OpraHusauus u

ynpasneHne Ha Npou3BOACTBOTO".

[Jarta: 19.01.2024 n3aroTeua CTAHOBULLETO:
Mpod. a-p MeaH Aumutpos MeHoB
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REVIEW

On a dissertation for obtaining an educational and scientific degree "Doctor” in the field
ofhigher education 3. Social, economic, and legal sciences, professional field, 3.8. Economics,

scientific specialty "Production organization and management".

Topic and author of the dissertation: "Economic size and sustainability of agricultural

holdings". Veselin lvanov Krastev. Institute of Agrarian Economics at SSA, Sofia.

Member of the scientific iurv: Prof. Dr. Ivan Dimitrov Penov, Agricultural University -
Plovdiv, Department of Economics; field of higher education 3. Social, economic, and legal
sciences; professional direction 3.8. Economics; scientific specialty Economics and
Management (by branches). Order RD 05-213/06.12.2023 of the chairman of the AA.

I. Relevance of the researched problem

Questions related to agricultural holdings' size and sustainability have been studied for
quite some time. There are theories and empirical studies supporting both the claim about the
greater vitality of small and medium-sized farms and the advantages of large farms arising from
economies of scale.

Sustainability is a concept that has gained particular relevance in recent years. It should
be noted, however, that this is a concept in a development process. Forty years ago,
sustainability was seen mainly as input efficiency and low production costs. In this respect,
large farms appeared to be more efficient. In the last ten years, attention has also begun to be
paid to production activities' environmental and social aspects. Many studies show that
achieving economies of scale and the subsequent consolidation of farms can create
environmental and social problems (costs). If valued, the cost of overcoming these problems
can be greater than the benefits of economies ofscale. Inthis regard, the topic ofthe dissertation

is relevant.



I1. Purpose, tasks, and methods of research (hypotheses of the dissertation work)

Obijective: To assess the sustainability of agricultural holdings in the European Union
and to propose a model for their dynamic, sustainable development.

Tasbh: (1) Review of the literature related to the sustainability of agricultural holdings
(2) Methodology for assessing the sustainability ofthe economic size of the holdings based on
an aggregate index; (3) Investigating correlation between the farms’ sustainability and the
relevant factors; (4) Development of models for sustainable development of agricultural
holdings in the EU; (5) Deriving recommendations for improving policies regarding the
sustainability of agricultural holdings.

Hypotheses: (1) Larger farms in terms of economic size have higher sustainability; (2)
The assessment of sustainability by individual pillars differs in the overwhelming number of
cases, and the achievement of a harmonized balance between economic, social, and
environmental interests is still not widespread, which shows the sensitivity of the concept of
sustainability. (3) Middle size farms have relatively high sustainability, comparable to the large
farms; (4) The sustainability of agricultural holdings in the majority of old EU member states
is above average, while in most of the new members from Central and Eastern Europe, it is
below the EU average.

Object and subject o fthe study: The agricultural holdings of the EU; The influence of
economic size on the sustainability of agricultural holdings.

Methods and data: Comparative evaluation (CEO); DEA-BoD analysis; Rank
assessment; Correlation analysis; Statistical significance test. The primary data are extracted
from the Farm Accountancy Data Network, which includes market-oriented farms and covers

2007-2019.

I11. Visualization and interpretation of the obtained results. References
The dissertation is 279 pages long and includes an introduction, four chapters,
conclusions, and recommendations. One hundred seventy-eight literary sources were used, 48

in Bulgarian and 137 in English. The work contains 61 figures, 18 tables, and nine appendices.

1V. Contributions of the dissertation work
Theoretical-methodological contributions: (1) A review of scientific research related to
the sustainability and the role of the economic size ofthe production units was carried out; (2)

A sustainability assessment approach was applied (ecological, economic, and social); (3) A



methodological framework has been developed for the application oftwo quantitative methods
for carrying out the assessment;

Scientific and applied contributions: (1) An analysis of sustainability in agricultural
holdings in the EU was made; (2) The effects ofthe implemented CAP measures during the last
two completed program periods on the sustainability of agricultural holdings were investigated;
(3) Farms are grouped according to their economic size and the development of their
sustainability.

The research approach and results can be used for research and planning on agricultural

policy's economic, environmental, and social dimensions.

V. Evaluation of the quality of scientific publications reflecting the results in the
dissertation

Three publications reflecting the results of the dissertation are presented. One
independent was published in a journal, referenced, and indexed in world-famous databases
(Bulgarian Journal of Agricultural Sciences). Two of the publications are published in non-

refereed peer-reviewed journals, one of which is co-authored.

Group Type Points
A Dissertation work for awarding the educational and scientific degree 50
"Doctor"
r Acrticles and reports published in scientific publications, referenced and 30

indexed in world-renowned databases of scientific information*

Acrticles and reports published in non-refereed peer-reviewed journals or
: o ) 15
published in edited collective volumes

TOTAL 9% .

VT. Critical notes, questions, and recommendations to the candidate

Critical notes. (1) To pay attention to the formatting of part of the work (for example,
page 79, point 3.1.1. first sentence fonnat; page 118, point 3.4.2. Social pillar, the text after the
title, is not formatted). (2) When indicating the sources, the names of authors are written, but
the year of publications is missing (figure 13, 14, 15, 16 sources, EC, but the year is not
indicated; (3) When using a source that was downloaded from the Internet is it is good to
indicate the date of withdrawal. (4) It is good to separate the literature from the research
material. Articles, reports are literature. Regulations and laws are research material. (5) The

second hypothesis could be formulated more briefly and clearly.



Questions: (1) The database used for the analysis includes market-oriented agricultural
holdings that generate income for the family, providing a given standard of living (minimum
threshold of economic size). In this regard, | have two questions for the PhD student. First,
would the conclusions of the study change if market-oriented farms with lower economic size
(farms providing additional income to families) were also included in the sample? Second, how
does inflation affect the observed decrease in farms with lower economic size and the increase
in those with larger ones? (2) What problems might create the clearing “extreme values - very
high positive or negative™? (3) How do policies affect the sustainability of farms of different
economic sizes? (3) How does implementing the CAP in individual countries affect the
sustainability of agricultural holdings of different economic sizes?

Recommendations: (1) To continue investigating the relationship between farm size and
sustainability. The discussion about the sustainability and vitality of farms of different sizes
dates back more than 100 years. Various authors put forward arguments in both directions - for
the greater vitality of the small and the opposite for the greater vitality of the large. (2) Small
and large farms are relative terms and depend on the structure of the cultivated crops, which
largely depends on the country's geographical location. In addition, the institutional
environment has a strong influence. (3) To more clearly highlight the role of economic size on
the sustainability of agricultural holdings, it is good to study a separate country (where we can
assume that the natures and institutional conditions are the same) and analyze the reasons for

establishing a particular structure ofthe industry (small, medium, large) and its sustainability.

CONCLUSION

Based on the various research methods applied by the doctoral student, the experiments
correctly carried out, and the summaries and conclusions made, | believe that the presented
dissertation meets the requirements ofthe ZRASRB (3PACPE) and the Rules of Procedure for
the acquisition of scientific degrees and for holding academic positions in the Agricultural
Academy.

This gives me the reason to evaluate the dissertation work positively and propose that
Veselin Ivanov Krastev be awarded the educational and scientific degree "Doctor” in the field
of higher education 3. Social, economic, and legal sciences, professional direction 3.8.

Economics, scientific specialty "Production organization and management".

Date: 19.01.2024 PREPARED THE OPINION:

Prof. Dr. lvan Dimitrov Penov
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